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INTRODUCTION 


noteworthy for the rapidity with which acculturation 
after the introduction western culture particularly after its 
sion Christianity. 1948, was noted that the Kusaieans appeared 
second only the Chamorros, among the peoples the Mariana, Marshall 
and Caroline Islends, their degree Actually, the 
Kusaieans reached relatively advanced westernization generations 
early 1872, delegate the Hawaiian Mission described then 
the most and people that hed seen 

few years later, 1880, another writer noted they were the best 
brought children the South this time Finsch wrote much 
the material culture thing the Shell money and 
ments generally were curlosities. managed obtain shell 

axe and noted concerning it, that there were hardly any other implements 

the old days any more. Regarding fishing, stated that although 
civilization away with much, succeeded obtaining the 
cipal implements, which "give glance into the fishing methods former 


The Kusaiean canoe had long been replaced simpler type, and 


Handbook the Trust Territory the Pacific Islands, 1948, 


Hernsheim, Sudsee Erinnerungen, 1884, 


Finsch, Erfahrungen und Belezstucke aus der Siidsee, 
1893 


Ibid. p.207. 
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although weaving and characteristic the old style house still 
existed, these disappeared before the end the century. Social change 
was Many customs with were abandoned 
with conversion Christianity. And when the formal recognition 
class distinctions was abolisned, sibs were obsolete, and the 
old Kusaiean state was the last stage disintegration. 

The Kusaieans experienced economic pressure political domination 
was always ample during the contact period. The single foreign 
planter who settled did not establish plantation until around 
1900, and found expedient import plantation workers from Truk and 
whenever could recruit them. Kusaie was isnored the Spanish 
Administration Ponapé, and until the time Sarfert's visit 1910, 
there was little supervision Kusaiean affairs even the German 
nistration. 

Acculturation proceeded with great rapidity Kusaie spite the 
fact that contact with western culture was limited time and degree, and 
until times the have been isolated. There were 
extensive contacts with whaling crews the middle the past century, 
and were Kusaie between 1852 and 1862. the period 
sweeping social chenges occurred after the latter left, when contacts 
with whalers were rapidly declining and relations with the outside world 
were annual visits the mission ship well 


occasional whaler, vessel other ship. When the 
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returned establish the school for Marshallese and Gilbertese students 
1879, advanced stage acculturation already existed. 

noting the rapid changea Kusaiean culture which had 
occurred 1910, stated that half century sufficed for wiping out 
ancient, nitive culture. The rapidity 
explained (1) cultural exhaustion, (2) the 
end (3) the peculiar character that severe rulers 
been educated state weakness which, turn, paved 
the wey for the ready subrission European Here Sarfert 
correctly the influence depopulation, but his theories 
cerning exhaustion" and the "peculier the Kusaieans 
not merit consideration. erred particuler ascribing their ready 
for the revolts, depositions, and repid repudiation chiefly 
authority the past century show that the Kusaieans were anything but 

Due considerations prestige, highly dynamic situation existed 
the time contact, and the process already under 
considerable momentum when shifted from internally generated 
base The aim this study show the 
which prestige continued influence change; how 


rapid acculturation the past, and how continues influence change 


Kusae (Ergebnisse der Expedition 1903-1910), 
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The data are organized two main parts. The first factual and 
descriptive, consisting of: brief description aspects aboriginal 
culture the early part the past century; account various foreign 
influences have affected Kusaieans since the beginning the 
period; description aspects Kusaie 1948. The 
second pert lergely analytical interpretive concerning acculturation 
and the process culture change general. 

The throughout social change, and attempt has been made 
describe culture discuss the which occurred it. 
Objects, and techniques frequently have become lost been entirely 
foreign ones. Ecology, lack substitutes, and economic 
ations, however, are often determining retained. For 
example, common imported foods are genuinely preferred have superior 
over Kusaiean foods, but their cost limits their consumption 
special occasions, and therefore the least change material culture 
appears foods, their cultivation and preparation. Prestige was equelly 
inportent culture, but change lacked the continuity which 


hed social institutions. 


LAND AND PEOPLE 


letitude and longitude. has been known various names the 
past. During wheling days was usually Strong's Island. consists 


the main island Ualang, the small Lele and minor 


4 5 * 
Ag 
i 
i 
j 
i 
f 
— 
| 
} 
j 
| 
i 


islets, which together have total land area little over square 
miles. Passages through the reef which encircles the group lead four 
harbors, the chief which are Lele and Port Lottin (Utwé) the 
and southern coasts 

Although some occur river valleys well flat belt 
along most its coast, Ualang consists chiefly rugged mountains, the 
highest which elevation over 2,900 feet. These are heavily 
forested and many extensive mangrove forests also exist. 
Lele somewhat and less than mile Its eastern 
but the portion low and flot. 

has mean annual temperature 80°F., and heavy 
rainfall throughout the year which ranges from more than inches the 
high equatorial islends the Pacific. the its 
discovery, the only existing were bats and rats. birds include 
marine, shore and land species. Marine life 
gueno, rock phosphate and exist. 

The first Europeans who described the Kusaieans noted their short 
stature. Lesson that many hardly attained tive feet, some more 
than four feet six eight inches, and those greatest stature hardly 


exceeded five feet two three They also commented the frequent 


sur corvette "La Coquille", 1839, p.150. 
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occurrence the epicanthic fold them, and their "asiatic" 
Sarfert thing slenting eyes are more frequent 
the rest the Carolines, where could observe 

appears have had 2,000 inhabitents the time 
noted that there were 710 adults and many children. 
did not know whether fifteen districts, for which were 
noted, were uninhabited whether their people were included the 
etion other districts. The chiefs and their wifes were also omitted, and 
vely lurge When already set in, 
and 1,700. declined around 200. During the present century, 
spite serious epidemics and the privations suffered the recent war, 
the increase populetion has been the decline formerly was. 


1948, the had incressed 


Sarfert, op.cit. p.60. 


the beginning 1956, when the writer revisited Kusaie, the 
population had further increased 2,320. 
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LINGUISTIC NOTE 


belongs the language has been 
treated superficially writers; short have been 
recorded, and the scriptures been but 
tive investigation has been mide concerning ite honorific 
form speech was used conversing with the nobility more limited 


polite form was used where respect was required for perticular persons. 


ABORIGINAL KUSAIEAN CULTURE 
Settlenents 


The majority the population lived the island Ualang 


settlements along the was divided into 
districts, each extending from the into the interior. 


stated that probably all districts were.inhabited the time contact and 


some may have had With the exception few 
ments the river valleys, the interior Ualang was The largest 
settlement had only twenty men and fifteen women, and many consisted 
few dwellings the island Lele, however, 
large village existed with population which has been estimated have 


numbered from 300 500 Here sea walls were built along portions 


rior where massive basalt walls the compounds which the 


the low western part the and canal gave access the 
op.cit., 
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houses the chiefs. Around these were farmsteads surrounded low 
stone the eastern the islend had their dwellings 


the 
Social 


terms for brother and sister cre applied both cross and cousins. 
data referential includes the following which the 


possessive suffix "my" included with terns: 


Husband 

Wife Kiak 

Father also Pepa 
Nina Kiak 

Brother Malik 

Brother 

Sister 

Sister (w.s.) 


Father's brother Lin Tamak 


Father's sister Loun Tamek 


Mother's brother Loun 


Mother's sister Tein Kiak 


Child Talek 
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Daughter 
Nina Mata Kiak 
Prpa Mata 


discussing kinship, noted the family consisted 
couple their children. The extended family included the circle 
brought the two end the future 
marriages their children. stated thet child referred: the parents 
and sisters and their spouses father and the latter's 

siblings older ones the sex and their 
and children; 

the same sex; 

sisters their wives and chiidren; 

their sister's husbend end children; 

female second consins male cousins. 

addition using prefixes, the same persons also used polite respect 
forn speech speaking the individuals noted above. 

between sisters and brothers was practiced. They were not 
speak her brother indirectly through third person. This and other 
eticuette reguiations which governed the relétions family 
with other, end the relations commoners with the nobility, were 


collectively called the 


op.cit., 
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There were four matrilineal, exogemous sibs, each divided into 
The fresh water the the Ton sib, was also 
respected the others. was never killed eaten anyone and when 
found deid, was and given the honors high 
other three sibs, but mony their referred bird fish. 

consisted nobles and The former numerous 
and were accorded tokens the common people. 
They hid the exclusive right use certein things eat foods. 
Commoners and lowered their heads the presence men rank 
members their permission was given speak, they addressed 
nobles low tone and used honorific form speech. The highest 
rank, the Tokoso, was naid extreme degree respect all 

Sarfert was informed that the nobility was hereditary end that when 
between renk end commoner occurred, the children were 
considered the case marriage between man rank and 
status, but when died, tributes respect were omitted. 
the noble families, noted that popular opinion was appsrently 
inconsistent concerning aristocratic rank. became doubtful that the 


tocracy had ever been group, and gained rather the conviction 


thet noble renk could lost well achieved. noted three instances 


op.cit., 
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which commoners were given chiefly fundemental principle 
concerning the loss preservation aristocratic rank appeared the 
possession chiefly title within the noted that the 
sition title, especially high one, raised even spouse low origin 
was lowered for generations come and result, aristocratic 
rank was finally lost. 

Differences existed among the common people. Those living 
Lele did not have render great degree subservience the nobility 
the people Ualange The latter also were obliged use limited forn 
respect language when they conversed with the Nobles 
and commoners both belonged three the main sibse Two these, the Ton 

Penmé, were highest rank. The sib, although inferior these, 
was superior the Nias sib, which consisted exclusively common people. 
seale prestige existed among the various well 
families. According Sarfert, commoners appointed chiefs 
village headmen respected representatives the chiefs, the 


eyes the nobility they more rights than the rest the people. 


geneologies with the nineteenth century when numerous 
were occurring many aspects Kusaiean culture, and the 
popular opinion refers the recollections eged persons 
1910. The examples commoners being given titles occurred the 
middle the century. 


This may not have been the case the time late 
1854, the spouse Nesu III could not his 
ture ceremonies, given the title granted the primary wife 
Tokoso, because she was and had take another wife 
noble rank for this event. 
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Social Life 


All was done men, and women were not enter 
the Women and children ate the dwelling men ate 
the cookhouse, although occasionally ate with his wife and children. 
Tne nobility, with kitchen staff servants prepare and serve food, had 
the earth oven prepared four times daily. them, with the best types 
food, meals were richer and dining was more formal than 
Comaoners had the earth oven prepared twice day. 

stated Kusaie seemed have surpassed 
thet usually found among primitive peoples, and attributed specific 
social Guests were not only feasted but given gifts food 
carry home. Distinguished guests were given away large 
gifts food. noted the high praise the first two expeditions paid 
hospitality, and the fact that Lutké's ship supplied with 
food the people cnd that chiefs customarily came with 
food when they visited ship. 

addition during weddings, burial, the building houses, 


canoes, and walls, the planting garden and the completion fishing 


Sarfert, 
Ibid., 


Aged informants 1947, also described the extremes which older 

generations had gone the matter travellers 

passed without for food some districts, the 
people became indignant and were Some men prepared earth= 
ovens before setting out work their gardens, ensure that food 
would ready for any chance visitor during their absence. 


Sarfert, and 406. 
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expedition, there were feasts national scale Lele which were 
with ceremonies the priests, other features. 
production and consumption were desire for 
tige through contributions feasts. This was particulerly true concerning 
the known akofei which was described contest for "honor and 
renutation among began with the gift basket food 
friend. similar gift, but richer content was the gifts 
went back and forth, their value the addition mats, money, 
clothes, and even major articles such When one 
vidual was unable reciprocate, his and friends cane his 
This continued until one resources were exhausted. The winning 
group then distributed the pool gifts among the donors according their 
contributions. This contest was held national scale during the epan 
festival. The Tokoso and chiefs divided into two opposing groups, gave 
orders throughout Kusaie for the planting gardens, and the manufacture 
woven goods, shell money, ornaments and canoes order sce which group 
could surpass the other contributions the great festival which 
for months Lele. 

couple and their children slept the dwelling house. Privacy was 
obtained movable screen corner the Older boys and 


grown sons slept the cookhouse. the latter were married and had 


house their own, they also slept the dwelling 


desperate bid win, wives were included the akofai gifts. 


famous the nineteenth century remembered because, 
op.cit., 
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Some chiefs number wives, but was the rule among the 
rest the people. was contracted early age and was per= 
mitted between cross cousins. After agreement between couple, the wife 
moved the house her husband who the following day brought gift 
many fruits, fish and meat her father. This was eaten the family and 
its friends. the sane day, her father made reciprocal donation food 
the groom's family. 

Either spouse could take the divorce. The wife could 
voluntarily return her family her husband could send her back then. 
According one Sarfert's informents, land was the 
gift exchenge and when divorce occurred, was children the 
couple might have belonged the husband. suckling child could remain 
with the mother, but later had give her husband's fenily. 

When occurred, bereavement wes expressed loud wailing. 

Women stripped and ran about crying and attecking 
viduals the same age and sex the sexes cut their hair 

short and refrained from using cosmetics while mourning. the death 
high chief, relatives, friends and subjects mourned for him this 


The body was cleaned, oiled and decorated with flowers and women. 


was kept for two three nights during which and friends gathered 
sing mourning was then wrapped mats and buried extended 
position with the head oriented towards the east. the islend Lele burial 
op.cit., 
Ibid 
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was cemeteries near the dwellings, and Ualang took place 
the fields. grave hut was erected over the which relatives came 
for indefinite period mourne the bones were exhumed, cleaned 


and sunk the sea. 


Political 


The small island Lele was the centre political 
Here the Tokoso was highest rank organization consisting 
eighteen was followed the chief, Kanka, two groups 
four and three high chiefs respectively, nine chiefs with low titles. 

All were referred addressed their titles, and the primary wife 
each had title analogous that her husband. 

The office Tokoso was matrilineally hereditary, but the chiefs could 
ignore the rule primogeniture and elininate claiment they considered 
him unsatisfactory. the basis existing information, concluded 
that there was doubt thet the office was hereditary the Ton sib, and 
felt that was justified that the was the royal 
sib the time contact. chiefs' titles were not hereditary end were 


the Tokoso members noble families. When title became vacant, 


was sometimes filled advancing lower ranking higher 


nk. 
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title was important, with the Tokoso also authority 
over one more districts and their inhabitants the main Ualang. 
1910 informants stated titled chiefs been invested with 
tricts, but sources not unequivocally this the 
basis existing information, Sarfert assumed the higher chiefs were 
usually invested with districts and with more important 
ones than were the lesser The Tokoso kept only few districts 
under his direct control. particular districts appear have been 
ciated with any particular title. chief's districts were scattered and 
even when had half dozen districts, his was dispersed 
over areas amd subjects. 

The Tokoso was considered the supreme head the state, with authority 
appoint chiefs divest them their Sarfert stated that 
his absolute authority was limited the high chicfs who were con= 
sulted all important and that depended largely his own 
force ascribed King George's firm cortrol affairs the 
middle the past century this, well the fact that gave most 


the high titles members his family. 


the son the chief who refused become Tokoso 
that only high chiefs were districts. chiefs 
the Tokoso various capacities, and formed sort 

his entourage when visited The lowest rank supervised 

the servants his household. 


Sarfert, 


shouid noted that Sarfert's opinion based nineteenth 
century circumstances when numerous changes were 


i | 
* 
4 
— 
me 
; 
i 
i 
{ 
j 
j 
— | 
i 
i 
| 
j 
i 
; 
| 


Tokens respect were numerous and especially strict concerning the 
Tokoso, and everyone including the submit With the 
exception Kanka who hed privileges, the hich chiefs are described 
having had the same rights their dealings with each other. Although, 
noted above, Sarfert felt that chiefs with low titles might given 
tricts, stated that they evidently did not hnve sovereign authority. They 
fishing expeditions, and assisted the Tokoso high chiefs 
etiquette dealing with high chiefs similar those used the people, 
but were allowed behave with less constraint. 

The appointed the various districts supervise 
and collect tribute from the people. The tribute was not 

fixed precisely, but determined the needs chief's Since 
each hed nunber was provided daily with fresh and cooked 
food. The chiefs gave their food tribute the who selected what 
wanted for his and turned over the rest his servants. turn 
distributed snecial food the catch from fishing expedition 
the chiefs. addition tribute, the servants for 
the noble households and rendered other services. received only food 
and shelter, but special services donations excess the regular tribute 
were rewarded with gifts money and other articles. 


the punishment law-breakers, Sarfert stated that thief had cut 


tree down and occasionally transport Lele. The sentence was 


op.cit., 
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with digging sticks. Exoulsion from Kusaie was death 


noted that his and early 
conceming the latter, all land was owned 
the Tokoso who invested the titled chiefs with land, and they turn kad 
however, that the people land, and that both 
and adopted children both sexes received lend early 
died the eldest son the lend. The dow 
woman was cultivated her and children, but only her own 


children could 


Life 


provided the source subsistence, and the chief plants 


cultivated were breadfruit, bananas, taro, yams, and coconuts. 


Sarfert, op.cit., 


Ibid. 


should noted that the carliest sources thet 
lend are 1910. None has that the 
the sole authority allot the districts commoners 
render tribute and services for the they 
however, appear have had permanent tenure the lend they lived 
and cultivated, been secure its possession far other cone 
moners were concerned. Aged informants, support tenure, 
pointed out that was always the cemetery, 
fanily lend. This still observed, even the extent that fanilics 
sometines want the corpse married woman returned for burial 


where she was borne 


Sarfert, 
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Consumption the however, was restricted the nobility. 


fish were lesser the many nethods fishing, mainly 


reef fishing, common throughout the Pecific, were The Kusaieans 
hed domesticated animels, but wild chickens, pigeons and various other birds 
were caught and 

There was division labour both class and sex lines. 
that "the entire aristocrucy Lele shunned 
they avoided strenuous noted that the chiefs led the life 


and quoted Lutké who wrote thet: life chief 


consists eating, sleeping, and chatting the circle 
Fishing was the only major activity which both sexes 


fished groups with nets énd sometimes 


Sarfert, 


Ibid., and 366. 


This description the life chief. Snow, 

the first hed too many difficulties with the chiefs 

anything but objective when wrote they were just busy 
the emphasized the point stating that labor was 
among from the king his lowest subjects. 
The contradiction between the different sources concerning the nobles 
perhaps more apparent than They did not 
work menial tasks since they subjects and for such 
work. Sarfert noted that some belonged the guild cooks 
end Snow did not elaborate the work chiefs, but 
possibly was refering skilled crafts. the chiefs were not 
craftsmen, their esgerness acquire metal tools, soon they 
discovered their superiority, difficult 
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auxiliaries with sien fishing. They some baskets 

and other articles for their own use. and the care children and 
the living house occupied great deal their time. Men the other hand 
engaged meny specisl crafts and did agricultural work and 

Various types work were done among 
were tatooing, making, and the preparation dyes and medicine. The 
right exercise certain crafts belonged psrticuler groups. Sarfert 
described special fishermen which the right 
The latter used megic against who encroached their 

raft and destroyed any canoes they might make. taught their crafts 
their children, and for consideration they taught them 

Sarfert reported seven types shell and thet was 
necessary for purchasing articles, for keeping household 
with one's social rank, and for important services. ordinary 
transactions shell money not used, articles were bartered. However, when 
special food contributions excess the tribute were 
when subjects made voluntary donations, they were 
with Fishermen and canoe end addition 


the usual also received money and other gifts for their 


op.cit., 154 and 162. 


Ibid., 120 and 231. 


and 
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lesser spirits reef and the ghosts the death 
return, however, melevolent and enut. Sone 
when wished consult then. 

the variouy deities, only three hed 
the typhoon goddess, had two sacred Ualang served 
groups nine six priests respectively. pricsts Lele for 
ary described this ponular, celebration being the 
performed various rites her taboo house and 
Lele they hed prominent the investiture during which 
they pleced wreaths the the and his ard procleimed 
titles. The god, Noshunshap, hed eight priests and 
eleven priests Lele with taboo places. 

Curing with the ts, were uttered 
the priests, kava was drunk and various into 


seclusion and purificatory rites. The high priests were 


appointed the Tokoso, but the latter have considered 
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families before appointing office. Priests end their wives were 
given titles. There little about religious 
monies and rituals and thet which exists about 
Lele, which Sarfert considered the religious centre noted 
that kava drinking played grert the cults the Tokoso, 
revered was the religious well secular head the state. 

Taboos were associated with cults, mourning, fishing, agri- 
culture, foods, the cutting canoe trees and the 
wedicine and dyes. fasting sexual were 
requisites for certain activities. The violstion taboos was 
bring punishment but were beaten and 
upbraided when detected. The Toxoso and access the taboo 
pleces Lele, but profane persons who them were executed. 

Sarfert was able learn little the names various 
such love, whale, and magic. rly, little infornation 
exists concerning sorcery the individuals who it. 
the profession are reported used punish unauthorized 
who attempted engage their craft. able throw 
selves into trances gain for their clients, were not cere= 
monial priests, but who practised their outside 
the orgenized hed enut femiliar spirit whom 


Various divination, common Micronesia, were used 


many individuals every day life. 
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THE CONTACT PERIOD 


The known chronology Kusaiean Tokoso begins around 1800 with Nesa 


and 


Circa. 1800: Nesa 
Nelikiak 
Nena 
Nesu 
1854-1856: Nesu III 
1856-1858: Neao 
Nesalik 
12. 1874-1880: Nesu 
1690-1910: Nesa 
16. 1910-1947: 


During Nesa's reign high chief, Sipe, was killed the people 


Sipe's sons, members the Ton sib. the first these, 
two men from came the royal dwelling and sat without paying 


him the required tokens reverence. They stated that they longer cared 


op.cit., 


Matente the western coast Nesa was succeeded four 
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about Lele and wished wage war against it. The people the western 
and southern coasts Ualang supported the people Matente, and the Tokoso 
and chiefs failed their first attempt suppress the rebellion but were 
successful second encounter near 

gave for the murder the chief the rebellion. 
discussing class however, noted that commoners living 
Lele did not have show extreme degree subservience those from 
Ualang the presence the nobility. Frequently occurred between 
the two groups when the people Ualang challenged sib relatives Lele 
festive occasions regarding status, and some the former even insisted 


that since they came from senior family lines, they were higher 


After Nelikiak, his brothers. Nena and Nesalik successively became Tokoso. 
The latter was described senile when contacts with Buropeans 
The first ship, the stopped for ten the second, the 
Senjawin, remained for three weeks. Europeans both ships appear have 
hed similar experiences with the Kusaieans. general their with 
the people were friendly. However, the chiefs instigated thefts and were 
forced return stolen articles both ships, and one case chief was 
seized Lesson praised the people but criticized the behaviour 


the Lutké with Lesson's opinion the chiefs three 


informant 1948, that the rebellion grew out quarrels 
over status between members family belonging the Penmé sib, 
living Lele and Matente. When the chiefs supported the claims 
the Lele group, they aroused the hostility those Matente 
well other sections the population Ualang. 
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years stating that they were kindly and hospiteble, although perhaps 
not the same degree the rest the 

Sometime after the Senjawin's visit 1627, was 
his brother, Nesue The latter was his son, Nesu II, 
the sib, described usurper, brutal and inconsiderate Tokoso, end 
unfriendly towards 1835, attacks were two ships. The 
crew one was massacred and the ship burned Lele. Two men the second 
ship with Ponapé, but the rest the crew was killed. 

1837, Nesu attempted take the district Tofol from his 
sister's son, the chief, Selik. The latter and his six brothers revolted 
and, with the aid many the people Ualang, and deposed the 
Selik died wounds received the uprising, and one his brothers, 
Nelepaluk, became the Tokoso. 

Although Nelepaluk, known King George, was very friendly 
towards Europeans, another ship, the was burned Wuket Harbor and 
her crew 1842. Sarfert this attack was due the 
rape and women King George told Captain 1853, that 
the attack had every Kusaiean who had been any time 


aboard the ship, fourteen men and four women, 


Lutké, op.cit., 


3/ li ides 
the Wukat people concerning their timidity, and their own 
bravery attacking shipse from this, the Wukat people 
attacked the Harriet their 
other evidence exists support his time, 
the king was apprehensive concerning the official investigation which 
Hammet was making. 
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five whalers are reported have stopped Harbor. 
Two years later Delessert found ships Kusais, but two "English" 
deserters board his ship with stated that they 
"traiteient les comme vreis semblaient leur inspirer 
also noted thet, the the ships’ 
company were subject curiosity and and that they examined 
every part the ship with extreme care. Delessert needed food for his men, 
and was disappointed because was unable obtsin any Kusaie. 

Whalers soon began call Kusaie, and two Americans, 
and Captain Hussey, settled Lele 1850, trade with then. 


December 1850, the Morgan stopped Lele and three other ships 


were there during the eleven days spent Kusaie. Jones indicates the 
disruptive effect the ships, describing the shock Kusaieans when 
men from his ship stated their intention joining procession priests 
and others who arrived for spite their attitude, dozen 
seamen joined the procession "howled" assist driving evil spirits 
Lele. did not state how this affected the people, but wrote: 
"Yet imagine the high priest thought there were any greater ‘evil 
than some the Emily Morgan men, was high time they were 
driven when the group arrived the house the chief, Sesa, 


asked them whet they thought the ceremony. being told that they 


were pleased with the performances", laughed neartily and 


Voyage dans les deux océens Atlanticue 


Life and Adventure the South Pacific Roving Printer, 
1861, 
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Between this time and October 1852, the same ship visited Kusaie three 
additional tines. The friendly reception whalers received from King George 
appears the following from Jones, describing the ship's second 


visit 


"The next Monday, the king, his court dress, with 
all the royal femily excepting Canker, came off dinner 
the ship the evening Thursday, April 3rd, attended 
dance the king's house, given some New Zealand natives 
Monday, April 7th, attended grend fesst given the 
All the chiefs the island were present. was served 
the highest style Strong's and the white 
men from all the ships were heartily invited which 
they did everything except Saturday, April 19th, 
the king gave grand and which were all 
the island, and the king and spent great 
part their time there, and had become very expert players. 
The king might often seen 'rolling with one the 
foremast hands the different 


when the famous whaler, the visited Kusaie, 
the crew was astonished the knowledge the outside world 
which King George's son, Kanka, had acquired. The latter explained that 
hed learned the names the past presidents the United States and had 
gotten information about persons and events and papers from 
ships and getting crew members read 

this time the Boston Mission had decided establish mission 
and the missionary, Benjamin Snow, his wife, and Hawaiian 
tant settled Lele October 1852. The treder, told Snow that 
when Captain Hussey made trips around Kusaie (1851-1852), estimated the 


population from 1,400 1,700. also stated that most the people 


Jones, op.cit., 


Haley, Whale Hunt, 1958, 
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could speak English quite readily. Snow found this very "broken 
English" for the most part, not general hed st«ted. 

However, everyone wanted learn English, end King George was 
built house for the missionaries and supplied the food for their table. 
Snow was pleased with the mildness, docility and 
ness, and took the tasks learning Kusaiean, 
English and converting the people. 

the first church service his house his wishes 
concerning Sabbath-keeping were received with but ludicrous 
situation developed asked the people stand for benediction, 
and this act forget the presence the king and queen think only 
God. Some showed their confusion such behaviour before the Tokoso 
giggling and covering their faces; other into the entries the 
house order hide their Snow wan-ged get then their 
feet, but wrote that this "great religious victory" was not without 
severe The following wesk after the king ordered them obey the 
they all stood faced the minister "like civilized 
audience", 

Some weeks church services were moved the king's cookhouse, 
possibly accormodate the increasing attendance since 175 people attended. 
When Snow preached against the practice prostituting Kusaiean 
whalers, the king wept and grasped his hand him. Sone chiefs agreed 


stop sending women the ships, but others showed their displeasure 
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concerning this interference with their with the ships. the end 
although the king happiest when doing the missionaries favors, 
and Snow noted that this seemed his attitude towarc white men 
relly, his behaviour had begun irritste the his 
eppearance church services, vainly trying conceal high stete 
intoxication after visiting 

the following Snow was discouraged numerous things, 
particularly the discovery that his previous optimism, concerning the success 
his efforts suppress the traffic women, was completely unfounded. 
The chiefs had been sending them the ships and sailors had been 
tobacco for them "all about Lele". being lectured the 
bedroom, the king denied knowing about most what was going on, 
blaned the When called them and ordered that more women 
were sent the ships, the missionary noted that this command 
either break the spell the king's authority greatly check one the 
worst evils the way the the gospel. The king continued 
friendly ever, but "wary" since the missionary with his 
kept the harbor under surveillence, and secretly the 

When the king September 1854, the chief, Sesa, 
became "dictatorial" and that night sent his men seize two pieces land 
him. This frightened everyone, the next day one came 


the Sabbath meeting; everyone remsined home watch over his property 


unless called away his chief. Kusaiean came the mission and described 
the people's fear Sesa, whom they believed was going attempt become 


the next Tokoso, and sailor reported that Sesa hed boasted ship's captain 


that became Tokoso, the would have Kusaie. 
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The day the funeral, the king's brother and Sesa blows 


over the possession third piece land. the services Snow confronted 
Sesa before the chiefs concerning the threat expel the 
lectured them stop the land grebbing, which described one teking land 
another there, and others something else, they would soon fighting. 
told then bury the king then choose another Tokoso, but warned 
them th-t they elected Sesa, the would leave 
chiefs were greatly moved his remarks and when finished, Sesa was bowed 
nearly the earth "in 

Snow November when they mede “ing George's son 
however, did not give the mission the his father given. The people 
began work the Sabbath and church ettendance dropped negligible 
proportions. Snow described one December which the 
attendance consisted eight and from the mission school, 
fair day. the same time noted effort the part some 


revive old which King Georse hed sllowed "to fall 


into disuse almost into 


Early 1855, influenze Kusaie with force. the 
spring, Snow toured Uelang and noted 113 recent sick persons 
population 1,106. attributed the deaths influenza, but stated 
that house individuals were being disfigured 
disease which believed had been contected from the whalers. 


this time found but one the entire 
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1856, Snow began preach noted thst this 
attendance little. the spring, begen preech for the 
first time Ualang. This provoked the immediate opposition pricsts, 
who told the people Lele they wished listen Snow. they 
did the breadfruit goddess would punish them with sickness and 
death from influenza. Snow held services, although few dared attend, until 
October when was forced discontinue, because the people were frightened 


recurrence influenza and refused listen him. 


The whalers were arriving increasing numbers. the spring 1856, 
noted that ships had visited Kusaie since had settled the 
beginning October, twenty ships were anchored Lele. Ina vain effort 
stop the traffic women, Snow reprimanded ships! and night 


drove members their crews from Kusaiean houses. Unsuspecting officers 


who came the mission Sundays expecting hear quiet, old-fashioned 


sermon were sometimes startled themselves denounced, with 


fyingly recital the their ship the previous evening. 


September 1856, Nesu III died according the 


sionary; claims was throttled his successor, Snow 


considered the latter good ruler, but not good man. Although they 


occasions, wrote after Neao's death thet the latter had 


always treated him kindly. 

The school this time had been discontinued due the delinquency 
the pupils, lack books and preoccupation with house wis 
building. expected open again, but was less hopeful 


plishing any good for Kusaie through the children than formerly. 
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Kusaieans sometimes gave their lack clothing excuse for not 
ing church services. For time Snow believed this other excuses for 
absences, but eventually was forced the conclusion the real reason 


A 


for the dwindling number was due the disinterest 


Christianity; wrote that they hed "no heart for The rapid 
the also added his 1656, noted that 
more than 950 persons remained the island, felt that many more 


would carried away influenza which was still prevalent. 


their Rotunén workers, and two other who had recently joined them, 
massacre the Tokoso and chiefs end seize the aroused 
his subjects and seized cache munitions and arms, including seventeen 
muskets and four kegs which the foreigners had collected. The latter 
house for more than two months during which several men were 
killed both sides. September 8th, the mission ship, the Morning Star, 
arrived and restored peace. The king expelled the four white men and all 
the Rotumans, except two who were married Kusaieans and had families. 
also made law prohibiting all white men, except from settling 
Kusaie. 

When two Snow's followers wanted know were proper for them 
attend chief's feast, told them not so. noted that would 
not surprised this interference with source gain and 


distinction" provoked strong opposition and even persecution the king 


and 


July 1657, Neao discovered plot the part two white settlers, 
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The missionary. disliked successor, Nelepaluk II, who Tokoso 


because two wives, continued send women the ships, and 


adhered firmly paganism. The missionary soon hed more 
when discovered adulterous liaison two his most trusted 
followers, which had been carried the mission with the connivance the 
wife one. The woman was dismissed for her unrepentant but the 


man was more amenable Snow wrote out his confession giving, 


phrased it, full particulers, and made him and his wife arise and beg 


forgiveness when read church. describing this incident, Snow 


wrote that this was the right line take with the Kusaieans although 
sion would become important feature the Kusaiean 


January 1859, the population had dropped 747 and 1860, during 


trip around the main Ualang, Snow noted dozen deserted 


ments which were inhabited when arrived Kusaie 1852. Influenza was 


not prevalent this time, but some Kusaieans exoressed the fear that his 
visit would incur anger and bring the scourge once more. 
this time men outnumbered women three two, and although some chiefs had 
two wives, Snow stated that was now fashionable for one woman have two 


March the Tokoso refused repeirthe church unless was paid for it, 


but when the missionary leave Kusaie, agreed oblige 
the middle 1860, Snow wrote that any advance religion morals was 


scarcely noticeable during the past year, suspected the 
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church was less than hed been during any previous year since 
1852. however, there was improvement the congxegation's 
regularity and attentiveness. the same time there was revivel "the 
rite heathenism", with more assiduous attention such ceremonies than 
any previous time the mission was established. Another 
Ualang. This was done quietly possible for the missionary 
did not want the Tokoco and chiefs the 
stitious" fears the people. When this was discovered, however, the king 
and chiefs hindered the work with what described various low and mean 
Between July and October twenty persons, school boys 

and other children, were baptized. Snow noted thit these came the face 

much opposition, and that the Tokoso end principal chiefs threw all the 
opposition the way that have dared thought 

some converts began Ualang and hold with small 
and the Sabbath this time been enlarged over 100 
The letter containing this was begun July 1862 
Kusaie, but was finished September Ebon the Marshall where 
the missionary had taken new post. The church Kusaie, with only 
members, was left the hands small converts and Hawaiian 
teacher. Each year, however, Snow and other returned for visit 
review and supervise 


After visit 1863, Snow described two events which 
occurred during his absence. The first incident, the visit Sinlaka's priests 
and the celebration her feast Lele, interested the missionary great 


stated thet was "the only great religious rite kept which 
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all The other concerned who, the 
Vhen the congresation petitioned him stop the sings and 
been holding, their request with and, 
seized lend they were cultivating end destroyed 
their crops. Ons week while directing his men replanting it, 
dropped His sudden such the chiefs that 
they postponed his dezth which fell the until 

One the missionaries noted the succession this time properly 
belonged the chief, but that had been greedy getting the 
another chief, Sipe, who spite Nesalik's 
tion snd thet hich chiefs, began When 
the returned the beginning were fifty new 
converts including two 

urged the Tokoso join him and put end the "whole 


the converted chiefs, and the chief, Sikera, the One 
protested the missionaries, and Snow reprinanded the Tokoso publicly 
before large Sabbath meeting and him and the lem 


the chiefs. The missionary noted that, chief, Nesalik had 


put off anpeals become Christien expressing the fear that the 
would his property did so. Tokoso, one his 
first acts was seize tho converted was discovered 


subsequently thet the other converted chief was Sikera's brother-in~law, 
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and had taken his land forestall its seizure the 

The last reference pagans occurred mission letters 1865, when 
"almost naked" group were noted canoe during tour around Ualang, 
section the western wes described still the "darkness 
this time the Tokoso and high chiefs were not 
but the people reported that the former hed forsaken his old god storms 
and seasons and was waiting for more light concerning the true God. The 
missionary stated the people looked Jesus only their guide and 
leader. two stone were erected Ualang, and third 
was begun Lele. The church now had 197 members, and the church conmittee 
was exercizing stricter discipline some matters than the mission 
dered necessary. few years later the firm discipline the was 
noted when backsliding and numerous expulsions the church were 
reported. The committee made distinction between aristocrats and commoners, 
for the wife the Tokoso that high chief, who had joined the church 

1869, the Tokoso permitted the people choose seven representatives 
sit once month with him and the seven chiefs consider island 
and laws and regulations". The missionaries did not think would 
wise expect very much from this move, the king was not and 
was exceedingly jealous encroachments upon his power. But with 
absolute", they described good step the right 

1871, Kusaiean pastor, Likiak Sa, was was under his 
and doubt knew that reported the concerning 


secular well religious affairs. The mission were the object 
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one their quarrels. When refused remove them from Lele Ualang, 


reported that the Tokoso could not collect the fine imposed the 
pastor. 

The missionary was discouraged find 1874 that the population hed 
dropped 397, consisting 237 males and 160 females. October, however, 
was gratified witness Nesalik's deposition during meeting held the 
Chiefs and commoners spoke, and the missionary, unaware the 
growth independence among the latter, was surprised the bold and force= 
ful manner which they stood and expressed their opinion. Nesalik was 
quickly removed from office, and Nesu was elected Tokoso. One young 


commoner stated thst did not prove satisfactory, could also 


Nesu IV, ardent supporter the church, subsequently gave the district 
the mission for training school for the 
school was begun 1879, village headman and his family were 


Before leaving take land neighboring district, they cut dowm fruite 


trees express their indignation. Since they had the sympathy other 
who were dissatisfied with the Tokoso, was removed from office, 
and Nesu became Tokoso 1880. 


soon found himself serious trouble. His predecessor had 


the Capelle Co. the Marshall establish resident trader 
Kusaie 1878. trader from the Hernsheim Co. arrived and, after 
informing the king that the Capelle Co. failed, was permitted open 


store. Subsequently, when the Capelle trader arrived, the people were angry 
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concerning the deception which had been played them. They refused 
honor the with the Hernsheim treder, and gave most 
brothers drew mortgage which thet 133,000 lbs copra were 
not delivered his company end the year, well sum 
forfeited. The king and signed under protest, and the Kusaiean pastor 
the German Consul General Samoae Although was felt this 

was twice much copra could produced the allotted period, the 
appear have deliver it. After superficial investigation 
during which would not permit Sa, the pastor, testify, the German 
Consul denied there were any grounds for proteste 


During his visit Finsch the less 


than and the Hernsheim treder that the preceding eighteen 
months, there had been deaths but only nine noted that the 


Tokoso consult the council matters and that the 


had influence. also noted that, with the exception the 
chiefs and their families, every one give food and other tribute the 
Tokoso for the use the 
Informants stated that during time was also set 


period during which all copra produced was given him, then for time 


Finsch, op.cit., 


Ibid. 
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was made for the chiefs, and finally tne people hervested crop for themselves. 
Under the son the however, the people 
contest the ation pey tribute. Nesu and the chiefs, 
state, considered that they still owned the but they did not press their 
beccuse they were Christians. 

the first elected fron the low sib, was not 
popular with the people. just before took office 
reported hive been from the church for disinterring his son's 
bones end reburying thea the ses, end his drunkenness source 
etiquette governing the commoners and nobles that 
public 

with school from the Gilbert Islands, and 
third school was added These were the 
other Islanders. The American missionury teachers them 
had conflicting views concerning the students. 
only two three were noted attending but 1906, 


Kusaieans had began schools, and subsequently other 


Caroline were enrolled. 

When Nesu died the only suitable noble birth, 
refused become Tokoso, and son Nesalik was electod. 
thet only lived about six months, and when Sesa again refused 
noble birth,who had migrated Hawaii 1663, was recalled 


the Tokoso, Nesa II, resented what described 
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Christian 1896, unfair, usurpation his the mission, 
and refused join the church. 1900, indifference towards religion 


such serious proportions, that the instituted revival 


which brought one-half the into the church. 


This continued strength and 1902, shortly after the jubilee 


the introduction Christianity, there less than 
score outside the church, and the was described 
now developing into Christian worker. 1905, response 
petition the the church was grented 
independence the conduct its affairs. 

1885, attempted seize the arbitration which 
followed, sovereignty upheld, and the 
their affairs with interference from the authorities 
Even after acquired purchase 1899, there 
was little its change status. Althouch were 
established with reguler steamship service every three wonths, freight, 
mail, and were transferred canoes the harbor, and the crew 
and officers rarely came ashore. Once year the governor came 
inspection trip. The strong American influence and the 
English the mission school disturbed him somewhat, for ordered the 
Kusaieans stop celebrating the Fourth July, and just before 1910, 
missionary was sent teach 

When the Tokoso died 1910, there were longer any vestiges 


tribute, and possessed little Sarfert noted that public 


Christian, Zastern Caroline Islands, p.159. 
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opinion was partly favor the this time there 
were only three chiefs still alive and suitable for 
arriving Kusaie, were first uncertain about 
what course pursue. they wented someone 
receive orders from they ordered son the 
deposed was now serving one the ministers, his 
following the church and proposed him for 
the that his father dispossessed Mwot 1879, Kusaiean 
with prestige, then arose addressed the for 
hour, during which listed the reasons for the unsuitability, 
and castigated the group for attempting put this family agein 
this was for the officials, reported they 
the Since they wished settle matters 
cuickly order leave the ship, they the override 
the opposition, and senctioned the known King 
John, but warned him thet wes king only the 

Informents state that King John soon ignored this warning. Six chiefs 
were appointed, from his relatives, and tribute wes 
Among other things, requested Melander, and plenter, 


turn over him half the wages his Kusaiean workers, but this was refused. 


alleged when sentenced the kalaboos, they were 


given work his land public work. 
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about the king, and reported was sharply The Governor 
also wrote one the missionaries requesting her sure the 
king understood the nature his errors. included rules which the 
king was follow and requested that they known both the 
white also expressed the wish the king would cease 
hold any religious office, and thet religious and affairs were 
kept free and independent each King John was 
keep one-third the three merk head tax collected from msles, and was 
allowed claim two days service from cach man per yielded 
the Governor's order forbidding tribuie, but ignored his wishes concerning 
the seperation religious and functions. report that 
also disobeyed orders substitute sentences labor public works 

for corporal punishment. 

this time, due uneasiness concerning the question land, 
owners deeds, but these were refused the Governor 1913, when 
discovered there were numerous differences opinion.on various 
claims. The king and people were settle these disputes before 
asking for surveys and deeds. 


1914, Japan occupied Kusaie and subsequently administered part 


Mandate from the Nations. addition,to provisions, 
the basic laws Japan were force with some suit local 
The local administration, however, was arbitrary end 

capricious. When civil rule was 1922, the Branch Government 


was represented single police sergeant stutioned Lele. 
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The the sergecnt and were disliked were 


both him and police his orderse Due his 


often both parties when some action suit his attention. 
stick inserted horizontally his bent knecs. After four hours 
public the accepted his orders without objection, 
whether they could comply not, they further the sergeant, who 
described them the worst group had ever seen. the 
mide his inspection trip the people were 
him, thot the sergeant would reprisals efter 

John was made head chief and four village appointed. 
prectice their was since even the catters 
During this perioc, however, the church continued with seculer 


should have been dealt with the local the 


other disputes between individuals, pre eferred ignore 

long they did not conflict with Possibly, 


avoided with the police office whenever possible. The 
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dissatisfaction many with decisions church not great 


enough overcome their the 


The disliked the Japanese indifference nudity, foods 


the The chureh could not overtly oppose 


er 


authority, but did offer passiv 
dislixe the refused consider anyone married 
the ceremony was office and this 
rarely who were dismissed the 
church, and this rerely One women amd her rents, who had 
also been excommunicated with her, were not readmitted the church until 


her was after the war, whick time she wis also 


The Japanese increase their influence various 
Prominent Kusaieans along with other were taken tours 


Badges merit were individusls. Teachers arrived teach 


Japanese the schools. Also required give their children 
Japanese the Japancse regimo, its prosperity, was 


popular. Regular and frequent were established and from the 


with Japan, Xusaieans were able goods far more 


extensive scale than foruer times. 
The general prosperity and the Japanese indoctrination, 
however, did not win the esteem loyalty the The 


program pursued the the contrary, increased the 
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people's distrust. First, all land covered high tide was 
public domain, and individuals h-d get permit and fee gather 
firewood for from it. Later, 1932, survey was 
carried out which resulted the nearly «11 
land. The Kusaieans were told thit needing would receive 
promises, and informants state thet they refused apply for it. 1935, 
wore land was alienated through purchese Japanese agricultural company. 
The claim they wore refuse sell. 

Tne Japanese colony small with other 
lerge islands the Mandate. late 1935, consisted but 
persons, and this was considerable over yecrs, but from 
cultural grow food for troops the Marshall Islends, 
the war, soldiers also arrived garrison the 


During the war, military forces occupied three the four villages, 


the Kusaieans lived the hills. the United Navy severed 
most the larze population was forced depend local 


food, and the last nine months before capitulation were starvation period 


addition this and other hardships, the Kusaieans were apprehensive 


s 


concerning the intentions the military forces. Once was rumored 


they intended massacre Micronesians order conserve the food supply, 


for other Micronesians interned and the 
and later was feared that they were going lost the 
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1945, Kusaie was occupied United States military forces, and was 


under military until 1947, when the former became 


United Nations Trust Territory administered the United States. 


CONTEMPORARY CULTURE 
Settlements 


the fact that the has greatly increased. 1947, only twenty 
the treditional districts were inhebited and ten these total 
but twelve houses, less then five per cent the 262 houses The 
school and store were given for preferrinz life. 
cases were noted which men saw the living the land they 
cultivated, but were their wives who desire live 


isolated This necessary transport much what 


produced used considerable distances, and more difficult keep 


cattle and pigs villeges than 
Lele continues maintain its doninent position Kusaiean 


serving the commercial, administrative, religious and social center for 


island-wide activities. This, however, being challenged 


the the large villages which have developed 
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Kusaieans use the term for brother and for 

sister, and add the possessive suffix luk when referring then. 

wishes indicate age difference, the term mata added when referring 

child their but not these its The 
maten are used instead an, which only elderly persons 


now The difference from thet given Sarfert 


follows: 

Sarfert 


Among relatives, the terms for brother ond sister are 
cross and parallel cousins. the first ascending 
the term for father applied the brother and the mother's 
brother. Mother applied the sister and the sister.. 
the second generation the for grandfather and 


the parents the father mother. the first descending 
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generation the for child the children one's 
siblings. the second descending generation the for grandchild 
applied the children one's own sibling's children. 

Anong affinal the for brother and sister are applied 
the sibling one's spouse, and the spouse one's sibling. the 
first generation the for and mother are applied 
the one's spouse. the first descending the tera 
for child applied the children the siblings one's spouse. 

the femily, men may receive advice from their wives, and ina few 
cases they receive orders. Among the eldest brother possesses 
little more authority than the others. However, few contemporary 
cases where has hold land belonged group, 
his siblings not spurn his authority. One Kusaiean 
estimated that the prefix respect wes used for this son 
third the but others pointed out that only elderly people 
used it, not the younger generation these Avoidence between 
brothers and sisters longer observed. 

Kinship ties among siblinzs are usually strong, and assistance 
expected freely given. Individuals dislike carry disputes 
court, preferring settle them among permit them 
unresolved. This reticence not shown when disputes involve in-laws 
strangers. individual's lineal relatives frequently come his her 


assistance quarrels with spouse the 
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Children are frecuently one village forty adopted persons 
were noved, somewhat more than ten per cent its There 
concerning adoption; children simply live with their foster 
children, but discrimination may occur regarding the inherit:nce land. 
ties are not always broken adoption. Children reaching maturity 
may leave their foster homes and return their own 
This particularly true they can little inheritonce the 
way land, their own have ample pass them. 

Sibs have obsolete for generaticns, and younger Kusaieans not 
know the meaning the term for sib. few persons, however, 
are still aware the former differences status the sibs. 

The former class structure society his been completely 
and the criteria been The old 
system ascribed status disappeared, well most the 


traditional statuse Wealth land and offices 


the recent past have status, and now general 


with the present Administration are providing doing so. 
order acquire knowledge and training Kusaieans are 


educational programs and opportunities for exployment the 


Administration school teschers, medical aids, policemen and 


men, for example, were willing work for the United 


Company its relationship with the who 


would not heve accepted private They also very low 
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wages for it, when they have made much more harvesting copra, which 


the wes abundant. 


Approximately the total number households 1947 
included from two four biological families, The joint 
time may hove been somewhat increased the destruction houses during 
the recent war. The cookhouse, adjacent the dwelling house, serves 
second dwelling, for addition the and consumption 
neals thers, may used for work, visitors, and other 
Parents may and the children sleep the dwelling 
and the other uses the house. mits may also 

The earthoven prepared the evening, and also sometimes 
the norning, the men the household. Men, women and children eat 
together the cookhouse. Some dishes may used, but food usually 
with fingers and leaf trays and meat, fish, 
rice, flour, sugar and few other foods are much preferred customary 
Kusaiean foods, but their scarcity and expensiveness their 


Many old after conversion but 


feasting still very one honored and almost any even 
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for weddings end celebrate holidays such 
may join ferst for the school children, the workers some special 
and the villece council, will honor itself with festive 
food the council house. 


then divided among heads who their own 


for The success measured the and quality 


ten cows (possibly were among 
the conspicuous waste does not objective, 
foods spoil before they can particularly meate 

the required for brides, but this rule not strictly 
Public opinion, however, disapproves very young 
also now frowned the one case 
which occurred sone years excited strong 


but the bride has brothers, couple live near with 


her order cultivate their land and look after when they 


old. 
The two concerned contribute food other the 
feast which follows the wedding The cortibutions are distributed 


both families, and the married couple receives thin 
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other persons. Ina few cases, grooms heve ignored the criticisa 


and appropriated gifts, with the assertion thet they belonged 


the couple, not the wedding guests. 

For various reasons, chiefly the necded establish and 
the desire for more when die, children must which meet 
with approval. This has been strongly supported the refusal 
local ministers marry couple without their consent. Young 
people, however, are displaying opposition the wishes 
which conflict with 

Since divorce rarely permitted the church cven under conditions 
extreme incompatibility, victims forced well others 
sometimes re-establish sexual with former lovers, and carry 
liaisons for periods years, the and promiscuous 
has been discovered, being reported husbend, the 
following procedure The individuel concerned goes 
and confesses the husband, order avoid being prosecuted 
court, and save the woman from the beating she 
otherwise from her husband. shoulders bleme for the affair and 
begs the forgiveness. offers take beating frou 
the husband. customarily forgiven and edmonished not let 
The two men often continue friends. the past have 
with unfaithful betraying them publicly soliciting 
opportunities so. some cases they have attacked their rivals 


physically. 
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Mortuary practices have undergone changes the insistence 
the mission and the Japanese. Mourning Relatives and 
friends frequently spend the night before burial singing hymns although 
orthodox Christians disapprove this practice, hesthen When 
news death received, and friends bring food for 
the feast. The Christian Endeavor miy contribute money when 
one its members dies, and formerly the Kumi did also Some persons help 
wash and out the corpse; the end dig the grave. 
interment place the morning after death. The minister conducts the 
services which consist few and few The 
coffin mey opened briefly before lowered the consists 
rough box which may covered with cloth and decorated with 
flowers. The also pinned random the dress deceased 
womane once used wrap body for burial, now the lining 
the grave and are pulled together top the coffin before the earth 
filled in. Some personal possessions mey also wrapped and placed 
the grave. 

Each family has its own These are usually enclosed with 
low and adjacent dwellings some distence away 
house been built new locality. takes the 
following death. The ghost the deceased formerly was believed appear 
the fourth day after dezth. Christ's resurrection the third 


day, now believed that the ghost the does 


| . 
ai 
i 
i 
{ 
che 
j 
| 
; 
{ 
q 


democratic system was instituted October 1947, when 


body the 


District Adu 
The council's decisions and reculations are reviewed officers the 
the were respected, but those the local council 
ere frequently ignored. The from 1947, 
and resulted closer scrutiny both the the 


church for instances 


inz 


other matters importance, and frequently get the 


officials from Although Kusaieans are now turning the civil 


authorities rather then the church, not all persons are convinced that 


the edministration justice purely civil function. The writer, for 
example, has seen individual ignore earlicr court order restore 


piece land its and heerd him perjury, without 


Grawing The chief stated that could punished 


the church committee. 
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Village disputes which the local magistrete cannot satisfactorily 
are heard the council. Individuals are aware their right eppeal 
officials from Ponapé they consider decisions ofiicials 
The fect protests this are threatened, 
from giving questionable decisions as, alleged, 

The opposition and which local incur reflect 
general distrust local and this attitude 
individuals positions responsibility. The end 
scribe one village were both ready resign 1947, their people 
would not with them, the general desire Kusaieans was for 
This distrust also unofficial The grestest 
difficulty encountered getting group some tosk, for 
example, accept supervisor follow his orders. ignore 
the boss and follow their own inclinstions, that they know 
been able find Kusaiean whom athers would accept They would 
work under other islanders but not under 

The police force furnishes example indifference 
Young being sent Ponapé for One, serving 
his village before going Ponapé, was about his 
out that might not appointed police officer his training 


wes unsatisfactory, and thet when returned home, things would difficult 
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for him had made enemies and was due having enforced 
stated that would behave differently was sure 
securing the appointment. doubtful whether would behave very 
rently, for are reluctant incur public disfavor, end 
exected where relatives and friends are 
and hesitating act instances where have 
comitted offence and clear cut procedure 

subject consuming interest Most men own but there 
little property. one the lind which the village 
office occunies owned. Lele the site the 
considered pubiic property used for the office. 
Other lend includes ro*ds and athletic 

are reluctant lend pess out their possession. 
men dies without issue children, his goes back his 
fonily, end theory any land granted woman returned 
her but this does not Land left sons, 
uuch less frequently daughterse rights are not defined. 
man gives dower rights his wife, she entitled share the 


crops from the land. has not given instructions concerning such 
and children not voluntarily look after their mother when she widowed, 
she have return her own family seek among her brothers 


other relatives. Men fornerly often left their their eldest sons 
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and directed them divide their siblings, and this was still done 
infrecuently during the Japanese regine, but was end 


men have found take turns copra from it, 


rether than split plot cnd give few coconut 


Life 


cook, work, and build houses and They 


nave also additional heevy the works and the 


production cash fish and the house and 


Sewing washing clothing the weaving they once They 


assist cooking frying boiling food metal utensils, but they 


the earthoven. new activity which they with 


nen tne they render cutting ond drying copra when coconuts 
With winor exceptions, crafts have disappeared. 
All men engage all sorts work. Some are recognized more expert 


than others; are skilled cerpenters, some from other 


depend entirely fishing for 


formed kumi organizations. These are one the few things sponsored 


the which the adopted and have retained. There are five 


kumi groups Lele and four the other villages. 


approximately fifteen members. These co-operative 
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build houses, canoes and cssist their members other ways. 


his and when protrected illness occurs, they plant garden 
for 

Ordinsrily, one dey week devoted the but when tasks 


any skill may possess, but rether for his personality; imst good 


fellow, genial man whom the will The less 
attempts boss the the more satisfied will with 
keeps track the kumi's work order see that 
members are trsated and snother worker 
where and what dey work done. house built, ecch 
things necessary for its construction. The the kumi haspens 


provides them with food has otherwise the 


bring food with the afternoon the enjoy 


meal together. difficult task requires workers, another 


asked for assistance. later time this with 
under their lesders, but more this work done 


kumi groups. 


Practically every man belongs kumi whether married not. 


New wembers are accepted monthly after application has been 
one the group. man must belong the where the kumi 
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however, who consistently fail working cays 
forfeit the right service from it. menber pays five ten cents 
dues month. The owns few tools which are held the 
may also own which rented when not needed 
the group. 

labor which entire villeges not and much 
when some public brings them together. 
neld curing such work, man brings food the 
noon 

barter the guise gift but money the 
exchange and everything hrs price. some 
however, were extremely reluctent set price 


ticles from thea the writer. the 


Their however, was when more was for 
thing, but they gifts whose exceeded any 
tokens generosity shown them. Copra the chief source cash income 
necessary for the imports and local products, and tor the church 
and other activities. 

Many businesses sprung since the war. 1947, nineteen 


men were conducting and hed accuired licences for various other 
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enterprises. Others wished licences for and 
bekeries, were discouraged from doing the council, due the 


excessive already engaged, meny unprofitably, such ventures. 


ond Practices 


belief spirits, particularly the ghosts the exists 
degrees among some 2nd occurrences fre- 
cuently attributed them. This least orthodox 


concerning the and Noshunshep, and inost individuals 


know their but the cuits the major deities have been forgotten. 
are said unobserved. This may truc, but 
young men the various fishing Ons noted that some 
observed fishermen, but thet they would reluctant 
sdmit it. generally cre belief such matters 
due the church's The teboo 


with serves rather werning the owner will ounish 


One fisherman and wild pig hunter strted thet formerly 
rerely did anything without consulting the oracle, but 


give this when joined the church. Although mediums and 


possession with conversion, prophecies and with the 


world were feature the cult which arose during the 


recent war. 
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such beliefs were noted, one public accusation that was 
texen court 1947, the judge fined the individual making the accusation 
one but the person who accused, her 


surprise among with whom was discussed. 


Two ministers serve the four churches. When minister 
present, church Treasurers Bible class teachers 
officers are met quarterly communion and 
the church which considerable influence 
The committee meets the first dey each month consider and 
regarding individusls who are disnissed from the congregation 
are reached private the preceding and are then announced the 


before the congregation. 


function the has been the settlinz disputes 


anong menbers the This created nuch for 


individuals alleged that discrimination was the minister the 


when the families influential church were 
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Frequently the committee did not really settle dispute; persuaded the 


concerned shake and drop the land disputes 


was rarely satisfactory final. some cases individuals resented 


what they considered unfeir decisions the part the but 
spite their dissatisfaction, they preferred not carry complaints 
the Japanese authorities. however, there general preference 
bring disputes, particularly those involving lend, the civil court 
than the church 

Many Kusaieans are either members the church are the process 
being dismissed for some misdemeanor, are being reinstatede Some 
viduals make effort reinstated «nd part its activities. 

puritsnical maintained some church leaders although this 

instances does not have missionary and found irksome 
meny The Sabbath longer rigidly observed was 
the case. Kusaiesns now travel canoes, men load and ships, and 
church's somewhet arbitrary even ordinary matters, for while 
drinking adultery bring dismissal, offences such breaking 
the stealing, swearing slander, one minister stated, are 
punished less severely; the minister and church admonish persons 
concerning such behavior. church official, however, from office 
found guilty these offences. the past least one parent had 


church split the one minister hes incurred the 
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the other for following missionary advice and baptizing babies whose 
were not church members. 

few are ardent Bible and scripture students, but 
confine themselves hymn singing and the detedtion 
activities which the church disapprovese During services attention 
cuently wanders and some fall when 
questioned about the content sermons which hed just been delivered, 

that they did not they were not listening 

the church there with the conduct services 
and the attitude some church leaders. One minister criticized for 
his and constant complaints, particularly about the younger 
generation. March 1947, was publicly criticized the church come 
mittee concerning his attitude, but ignored its During 
sermon September the people were scolded for fishing Saturdey night 
after midnight (night fishing parties both sexes are also frowned upon). 
The poor attendance was noted well the lack enthusiasm hymn 
Young men were arriving late and sitting near the 
The minister that they wanted remain the back 
the church order talk each other and sleep. present some 
viduals attention the and smoke, drink and they 
please, some cases they have carry fermented toddy into the 
for church members who dare not seen carrying it. Spoiled copra secreted 
the bags good copra, noted, was just likely 
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Dissatisfaction with the church appeared serious form 
which developed during the recent war. With prophets, and ritual, this 
had characteristics nativistic does not appear, however, 
have been reaction foreign domination. Although prophecies that Japan 
would win the war, and the deaths American missionaries who had left Kusaie 
were made during the movement, was not hostile towards Americans 
The prophecy Japanese victory may have been due the fact 
that for years the Kusaieans were completely cut off from news the progress 
the war, except highly biased and optimistic reports circulated the 
The prophecies the deaths have been made 
order induce individuals desert local leaders the church énd join 
the new religion. With one doubtful exception, there was revive 
customse This would have been scarcely possible any case, 
because the the movement very little about old customs. There 
was also attempt glorify the past. The does reflect hostility 
towards the local church organization and its Kusaiean which 


bly was aggravated the hardships the peovle were suffering, and their 


anxiety concerning their ultimate fate the hends the 


The movement was leed three leaders who for time joined forces and 


held services together. When one claimed that alone possessed the truth, 


other two excluded him from their services, and carried independently. 


time many including some officials and the leader the 
Christian Endeavor Society, deserted the church group meetings daily 


and combined service weekly. One minister stated that half the population 
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joined the movenent, but the other claimed that only one-third joined it. 
Since both were hostile towards and minimized its influence, 
estimates probably are conservative. 
began with the prophecies young married woman. minister 

noted she began give strange answers questions his Bible 
this time she was ill with constant headache. Shortly 
wards she begin heve some severe was thought she was 
dying. she recovered, she th=t she see the Japanese flag 
the sky knew the thoughts the Japanese Emperor. she announced 
thet Japan was going win the war and that the missionaries 
had died. Death prophecies appear have been one her favorite 
for she also made then Kusaieans who gone Ponapé 

and the Marshall Islands, and later she warned Kusaieens they would 
die they attend her services. 

the services she began hold, she placed one hand 

dual's heart and prayed over him. Then after moving candle lamp back 

and forth, she him forgiven. Her formula for obtaining direct 
access God ‘consisted the words tinz, hot This was 
described meaning key unlocking and opening heart. She also reported 
have told old Kusaiean tales. Since these were largely unknown except 
some aged individuals, she had content herself with the frequent repetition 
the few which were generally known. The part the tales played the 
not clear. Their revival this time may have been due the fact that 
the cult leaders made fokfok evil spirits, and these are 


prominent feature the folk 
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The most influential the three cult was the 
been for sone time with serious infection during which hod 
chanze over him end thst very good man, 
for insisted. followers procure new clothing 
travel canoe. vision, graphically for the writer, 
consisted the world the cirele, held together with 
coiled spring which its the spring wers 
tines and stars represented the forces 
sood and evil. The prophet was which would but the 

the would known. goodness won, different world 

into without evil won, the world 
would cease exist. 

wouon, living Pisin (the the was Lele 
tied whale with vines the reef and this nzed the island 
Lele. She had but God nade her childrene The first son 
and the third child the tho people. 
son born the became the the people. Duo this 
order births, the noted, descended from the eldest son Lele, 


therefore none the other villages could plece any their people 


This explained, according the prophet, why the people are 
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jealous end dislike the people who are higher status, having 
descended from the second child. also expleined why has never been 
important; its people are not even from the same generation the other 
villages isolated the southern coast, hes drawn criticism generally 
for its milder interest either orthodox religion personal revelations. 
One minister referred its people, the pagans Utwé, end the prophet 
stated that when Satan came Kusaie, would arrive Utwé first). Part 
this story derived from the well-known whole myth, but the genesis 

The prophet that had been the Jordan River, and 
who wished saved must come him heve their sins forgiven and 


went about Ualang the caves and other places once associated 


with fokfok order exorcize their evil spirits. warned those 


who refused leave the church and accept him they would not able 


heve their sins forgiven later. stated thet the Bible was outmoded and 


that his own revelations directly from God. claimed could restore 


the dying good health. Christian Endeavor meeting declared the 
minister false and him praying contest over dying 
man. The minister was pray first with the Bible, and when failed, the 
would restore the man health without it. 

The third cult had history illness, but his 
terized shaking and were similar those the prophet. Some 
followers considered him very spiritual the fact that his 
more violent. the Tafonsak church created scenes 


during which tore off his clothing end went about and denounced 


| 
is 
: 
3 
| 
cis 
4 
ate 
if 
4 
| | | 
| | 


The and the prophet often cautioned people silent while they 
listened spirit messages. anxious followers recuested thea 
their future heaven, they would listen intently end say "Yes, 
yes" replies they were receiving. they would acsure 
followers that everything with God, and their future looked 
With persons who did not accept them, including the followers the 
third cult leader after their querrel with him, they were less agreeable. 

The women often accused younger persons the prophet warned 
anyone who touched the third cult his clothing would 
possessed with evil spirits. claimed able detect 
the these person merely touching him. People did 
had many With the stressing evil many 
people soon began report these enut around 

the end the war, the unfulfillmert prophecies Jepanese 
and the death did not bring discredit the cult 

enders, but even greater tension between their followers and the 
rest the The cult leader who had frou the other two 
would meke him its but that some time would elapse before this 
done, since the Navy supply ship would not return for three years. also 
stated that particular Xusaiean Ponapé had died. Three weeks later the 
supply ship wes sighted, and the anti-cult group betrayed its amdety 


screaming and shouting with relief the ship's large crowd 


collected, and was that cult followers intended mske 
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and with unbelievers, the concerning the death 
the latter was aboard the ship, the disnersed peacefully. 

The movenent nevertheless continued. the Fourth July 
tion 1946, the king interrupted his when noticed cult followers, 
ordered them This between the two groups. 


after this end suppressed the movement 


its lecders fslse prophets. They and their followers had 
repudiate publicly their beliefs forgiveness. were resdmitted 


the church, but cannot any church office for period ten years. 


the information given here was obtained from persons who did not 


belong the movenent and were ctrongly prejudiced against 


conversation with the prophet, was evident thet convinced 


the reslity his vision his experiences, was also discovered that 
spite the suppression public repudiations which had taken 


people were still going the prophet the Mwot River. 


ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 


abundantly evident. was not only sharply stratified into two 


the nobility and the people, but there were gradations 
social institutions generally. Among the people this appears the 


differing status the sibs, and families. The Kusaieans even 
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word, abatoki, meaning and depreciate sib. Aside 

from these, the importence prestige the respect for 
geniture ord seniority, the distinction accorded specialists, sacerdotal 
titles, and the rivalry which motivated individuals and districts 
contests and feasts. the latter the invented the 
akofai, giftegiving contest possessing the features the 
order provide individuals and groups with satisfying their 
craving for prestige. 

differences status also existed among the nobility. the 
state organization chiefly titles were divided into high and low grade, with 
further gradations rank the titles each level. The prestige and 
rank the nobility were acknowledged ways the Pacific, 
and etiquette was particulerly strict regarding the between commoner 
and noble, and the respect paid the latter. The nobles had the exclusive right 
use certain foods and objects, and chiefs had special canoes and houses 
staffed with cooks, nurses, kava makers and other servants. Privilege, 
fect, was carried the tabooing the use coconuts 
and mainteining artificial scarcity this common food the large, 
rich And the kava ceremony and honorific speech, 
features expressive rank and status emong Pacific peoples, 


were prominent 
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Social Diseouilibriun the Time 
Contect 

existed Kusaiean the time contact due anxiety over 
tige security. Symptoms this appear the rebellion, and the 
change the order succession, which began with the usurpation Nesu 
(circa 1830 ?), end the revolt 1837. This tension cannot attributed 
influences for the Matente rebellion occurred before with 
Europeans and there discernable relationship between the 
change the order succession and the infrequent end transitory 
visits whelers before 1837. the these events appear part 
process internally change which was under way 
the time contact. 

The Matente rebellion particularly reflects the concern 
regarding status and prestige, for had its inception quarrels 
between commoners Ualang and Lele over their respective status. the 
chiefs the claims superiority the latter, they incurred the 
hostility the people The declaration war, example, was 
Tokoso ignoring his rank, the from Matente symbolically reduced 

The toleration over among when they 
came Lele, the fact that punitive were teken when high 
chief was Matente, both indicate serious their 


authority. Possibly they could not suppress over status, and they 
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may not have been securing the support they needed punish the 
people Matente, for they failed their first attempt suppress the 
rebellion which broke out subsequently. This, and the that tradition 
that many others joined the people Matente when they revolted, 
allies whose assistance they expected when they forced the issue 
war with the chiefs, indicates hostility towards the chiefs was 
widespread among commoners this time, and not confined the people 

The next indications tension, the usurpation Nesu II, and the 
revolt 1837 amd Nesu's deposition, are major they 
reflect the beginning new order succession. his change, 
Sarfert believed, was due the epprosching extinction the royal 


and the absence suitable hercditary candidates, 


‘or due other the hereditary succession and 


the elective principle selecting the Tokoso introduced 
new element social instability. Henceforth, long the office retained 
authority prestige, the accession Tokoso was usually preceded 
accompanied either revolt, deposition, regicide, quarrels among the 
chiefs, lend some combination these crises occurred. 
This change course, men from lower ranking sibs become 
Tokoso, first Penmé and then Lisengé, and Sarfert has noted the loss 
tige which the office Tokoso suffered this insignificant 


sib. Some idea Kusaiean sensitivity the different prestige levels 
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the sibs gained from the fact that 1910, even though sibs were 
obsolete, vere inclined deny their descent from low renking 
sib, and pretend rather thet they forgotten this 
time the Tokoso's family sought renounce its origin from sib 
(by claiming patrilineal 

The chenge the order succession, however, the prestige 
end authority the chiefs, for full electors they could decide the 
succession unhampered the claims hereditary candidates. Any chief 
securing the support others could become least could 
tion authority, for aiding individual chiefs 
obligated him concerning the distribution titles, land 
thing which involve their femily's interests. This undoubtedly 
ambitious chiefs enhance their individual prestige 
and position, and thus was major factor the rivalry which developed 


Rivalry Among the Chiefs 


The absence overt tension among the chiefs between 1837 and 


1354, may have been due King George's force his great 


lsrity, and the fact th:t granted most high titles close relatives. 


stop sending women the ships, and the missionary described high chief 


spite this, some friction existed, for chiefs resented his orders 
Sarfert, 
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having been the king's worst enemies. soon died 
various chiefs began quarrel over land and the succession. The 
described the crisis "one chief seizing here, another there, and others 
something else", Two years later the Sesa,throttled the Tokoso order 
succeed him. And 1863 there were more land seizures, and one chief, who 
had been "so greedy getting the old king's property", yielded his right 
the succession another order make peace. the 
ary evidently meant which the chief seized soon the Tokoso died, 
sincs there could scarcely have been any other property sufficient 
relinquish nis claim the office Tokoso. 

The missionary stated that great deal "log occurred the 
election Tokoso, and Sarfert discussing the decay the state organ= 
ization noted the formation cliques among the chiefs, but gave examples 
The preceding indicates what was happening. High chiefs 
were for authority seizing land and bergaining with each other 
the For example, Sesa's confidence 1854, that would 
become the Tokoso, and the apprehension might succeed, 
spite the fact King George's eldest son was very the 
highest ranking chief, indicate that Sesa must have hed the some 
chiefs. Also the most logical motive could have had two years 
for throttling the Tokoso would have been the the 


4 


that would succeed him. The agreement the two high chiefs 1863 


concerning the succession excellent example what the meant 


log rolling. 


op.cit., p.388. 
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Sarfert has noted, chief's title owed its the authority 
over districts (with subjects who rendered tribute end services) which was 
granted with Thus the quarrels over lind, the ultimate source authority, 
indicate more clearly than anything the serious disorganization the political 
structure this The for the possession land could not have 
occurred the Tokoso still his customery over its disposal. 
Chiefs would scarcely have been seizing land unless they had some confidence 
their titles. 1863, for the chief Kanka, would 
his right the succession there was any possibility ths 
new Tokoso being able the which Kanka seized. And 
the chief, this time specifically seized the his 
dents indicate thet after King George's death 1854, some high had begun 
consider their land ond 1863, was beginning 
pass into their possession Sarfert noted thet Nesa 1910, 
owned the district Innem, which was family land that had been given his 
father when the latter was Since Nesa when left 
Kusaie 1862, quite possible that his father was chief and 
held Innem this period. 

The Tokoso's loss authority over the disposal chiefs' land, 
course, mede difficult appoint chiefs fill vacancies, for without land 


end subjects, many titles were meaningless. some cases, and 
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sons succseded their titles. Snow two young 
chiefs 1863, who done this, and fact the title Sesa before 
Tokoso 1856, went his son and his grendson. 
this another member the family received the title, both and 
the land remiined the However, some chiefs left 
heirs, and this wes not this for noted thet whole 
extinct well others the rapid reduction the population. 
these cases, new were appointed, would have 
given then, but the tities were lepse, Tokoso and 
other chiefs could take the land. 1659, ten tities hed been 
lapse and the was increased least and possibly 


Influence the 


King George, Sarfert Kuseie wide open for the 
tion culture the cordial welcome extended the whalers, and 
contacts with began extensive scale the"forties"when ships 
visit Kusaie appreciable numbers. There evidence the 
instigated quarrels the chiefs were directly responsible for 


the rivelry among but they became powerful stimulus indirectly this 


rivelry, and political changes general, due the demographic effect 


the they introduced. 


Sarfert, op.cit., and 540. 


p.382. 
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everywhere. Between 1252 and one-half 
population perished, and the noted dozen deserted 
had been Here, the term settlement may 
synonymous with district, for district frecuently had but 
one even Lutké when the population was two three 
districts for distribution the chiefs must been less than 
total was further reduced. view area and 
apidly populetion, unlikely thet the chiefs this 
foced the loss tribute and the services subjects through 
the from some were trying their 
position and prestige seizing inhebited districts from 

Depopulation also influenced the repid reduction size the strte 
Since the diminishing could longer sustain 
King George's time there evidently were still eighteen titles, but 


there were only eight. there possibly were only five. 
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the council consisted six this time but moy 


for chief, for the latter was prominent the disputc with the 
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Company, which the council undoubtedly considering when 


The which Hernsheim demanded bears the signstures 
only two and two low chiefs and that the 
the chiefly Lele mac ertain aspect 
the political and centre ond the scene 


The chiefs were diverted the trede, end 


ships, they turn were lavish with snd hospitality 


Wad 


2 


concerning the revivel old superstitious which the 
hed "to inte disuse into indicates 


King George's towards existed before the arrival the 


priests fill set the time for the celebration 


end some them. the case King George, 


and prestige made his importcnt. 


‘ 


The quoted earlicr section, describes the 
levity religious cerenony the priests were trying hold 
Lele 1851, well the attitude the chief, Sesa, concerning 


the This the welcome and the gave the rission 


1852, reflect the dis influence which the presence the whalers had 


paganism. The failure, after the king's death 1854, the 


Jones, 
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revive the cults, rather restore them their former importance, 
indicates his sophistication indifference was also some 
extent the people. 

The decline paganism may also contributed the growing loss 
prestige the Tokoso which has already been noted. The fron hereditary 
elective succession possibly had already weakened the concept the Tokoso's 
char:cter, ami the decline the cults and disinterest then 
would logically this point. any rate, there 
indication mission letters that King George, the time his death, 
his successors were considered The certainly hed ceased 


look upon such. 


Factors Conversion 


Since the tempo acculturation with conversion 
Christianity, the surrounding the sudden change from apathy 
interest the church particular interest. The mission, course, 
attributed this interest spiritual awakening, but variety 
more reasons must Conditions for proselyzation were 
more favorable 1863. The influenza epidemics ceased and 
were longer the deterrent they had been, the whalers stopping 
was rapidly diminishing. Furthermore, spite the 
peganism received after King George's death 1854, Lele did not again become 
the centre religious life, for while Snow, the missionary, criticized 
Ualang, referred ceremonies Lele only few rare 


Pagen celebrations there could not have escaped his attention 
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informers, and his silence concerning his reports would 
inexplicable, view his indignation concerning aspects 
these came his attention. 1856, priests told individuals 
Lele they wished hear the but then with 
sickness and death they attended his 
the missionary's general silence concerning Lele and his observation 
that feast was the only great religious rite still celebrated 
Lele, all give the impression that had ceased serve cult 
years before this time. 


Besides more favorable conditions, the the missionary, 


Snow, the the people's attitude towards 
the church. spite his leck during the ten years 
spent the missionary was means the eyes the 
cation this the fact thet the chiefs acceded his wishes least 
occasions. when threatened leave Kusaie they did not so. 
spite their dislike church and the interference 
their trade with the whalers and their authority generally, mission letters 
thet they treated him with respect and were when was not 

Commoners came the mission for medical attention and other 
King George's time they ceme informers, and some sought the 
protecticn the king's death. The people knew that the 
whalers and the chiefs tried conceal their activities avoid his censure, 


and they knew his intervention could decisive serious disputes over 
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land the succession. Thus 1662, the the 
organization created the whalers, the decimation from and the 
among the chiefs, the missionary was emerging symbol order and 
authority, due his own force character, and spite the Kusaieans! 
indifference the new religion. 

decisive demonstration the protection the church afforded and the 
superior authority the missionary occurred 1863, time when interest 
the church begun spread. The first two chiefs attrected the church 
were described "younger chiefs," which the missionary evidently low 
minor chiefs, for noted "the king and the high chiefs are 
not numbered with the Whether not the younzer chiefs considered 
that the church would afford then greater security, this was soon apparent when 
their land was seized, for the missionary the Tokoso and high chief 
restore them. few weeks later beptized them. 

Membership the church, however, furnished more than protection and 
security. The missionary, for example, taught that commoners and chiefs were 
equal before God ‘which, Sarfert noted, "contributed its share undermining 
the ancient When commoners eventually began grasp the 
this concept, and realize that the church was raised the 
level that the chiefs, this could not have been them, but 
gave the chiefs further grounds for being hostile towards the church. 
Menbership reised individual's general status immediately, and when 


the left Kusaie, offered positions leadership and prestige 
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individuals. did not offer these incentives high chiefs. 
the conversion would lowered their generally, and 
the church's authority would have reduced their prestige and 
authority. Thus none the high chiefs joined the church until after general 
conversion had taken 

Snow had taught that the new authority represented was superior that 
the chiefs, and sanctioned disobedience towards them his followers 
conflict authority arose. the missionaries left Kusaie, the 
realized that they were the heirs, 
this authority, for soon this they were bold publicly criticize 
the Tokoso, requesting him stop holding sings and dances". 
Church were, course, exercizing their over 


his time. The discipline they and the church 


are noted mission reports. fact the missionary 
wrote 1865, the church committee was more strict then would have been 
the screening converts, for withheld the nemes aged 

The indifference towards the church disappear when they 
reslized the adventages with it. these outweighed the 
vanteges, they began flock the church spite the opposition the 


Tokoso and chiefs. The latter were hostile towards Christianity because was 


undermining their 


Possibly due their more intimate and longer association with 
pagen 
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Conversion 


Dichotomy velues: new status system 
Conversion the "sixties" rapid and sweeping because 
with the entire body pagan treditions was proscribed. the new 
tomy values western customs were superior end and many 
customs were scorned and inferior. Shame guilt associations 
have developed chiefly wheresocial institutions were concerned. 
recent times, for example, culture such food, houses 
and furnishings are merely "native", and considered inferior the 
basis quality utility, but the term "heathen" 
things. 
Kusaieens were ashemed much their past. chief expressed 
their attitude Finsch with the words: "Kanaka, formerly very now very 
When old was induced sing song times, one 
would the words were "too bad"; they were 
Evidently they were also considered somewhet absurd, for Hernsheim referring 
this incident stated thet although they would not translate the song, the 


Kusaieans laughed and joked about its spite his efforts, 


Finsch learned very little about anything except material culture. stated 
that only few old people could tell the pre-Christian times, but were with 
difficulty induced soe Actually, they told him scarcely enything about 


religion. this time any middle-aged Kusaiean might have informed hin 
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the major cults, but Finsch nothing them, end this 
the part the led him that "religion likewise the 


Kusaieans have never possessed.' 

With conversion, fezsts, songs, kava, mourning and burial customs, 
and numerous other things were Anything fact which 
considered have heathen associations became suspect. Although there 
record that the mission expressed any views concerning the sibs, and 
doubtful the church took formal stand concerning descent from 
eel and other origin myths identified sibs directly with and thus 
not surprising that they were fast losing their significance 
Conversion also influenced the attitude towards other 
customs collectively the 1860, for women did not 
eat the cookhouse with men, but they did so. the rest the 
thet was still observed, including avoidance between brothers and sisters, 
the use honorific speech und other forms respect their 
relations with the nobility, was also beco:ing obsolete theory for the 
congregation its complete abolition the beginning 

adopting Christianity, the adopted new status 


The church, like the state system, was hiersrchical, for 


were members ordinary good standing, teachers and had 


initial overeall advantage, for members were spiritually heathens 


and for the latter included the Tokoso and the high chiefs. 


op. cite, pe200. 
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Furthermore, the ettraction open all com:oners and 
permitting them status mobility, the state system excluded 
and severely limited their status mobility. 
Rivel 
The church hastened change absorbing gan functions and furnishing 
substitutes and for rapid reintegration culturee Religious 
services end pagen songs and dencese The 
retain its religious political hegemony, and centre 
there. church service, with and the officiating replaced 
the old investiture with priests the Tokoso's cookhouse. 
Conversion stinulated the tempo acculturation due the 
which the church furnished for divesting the chiefs their 
the existing and divisive terdencies the districts, 
united the subjects all one body, and provided thea with 
with which the existing state organization. 
provided with council house where criticism could 
focused and action could Furthermore, with its body 
institution prepared take over secular authority snd capable it. 
The church, its péstor, and leaders duplicated the council 
house, the Tokoso, and the And their opposition and refusal 
themselves with the church was being established, the chiefs 


mitted commoners gain control this new and authority. 
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After general conversion the "sixties" and the ordination the first 


the they were electing that they replice hin 


La 


found that nearly everyone 1910, but that the wealthiest 


districts and were still called village stuted that 


did net have tine ascertain how the repeatedly 


Lands were acquired, apparently 1910. pressed, 


op.cit., 
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distribution land the nor there any record thst 


above, the chiefs were their 
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landed estetes purely persontl property were beginning 
Sarfert cuoted the wission the effect that "the chiefs were the 
only went add thet: "the chiefs, too, lost their 
absolute sovereignty when thelr landed purely personal 
This explains why Aoa Nesu wes dethroned 1679, when sold 

district the mission, was dethroned spite the 


thet there wes plenty land the for their 


loss. 


the loss prostige and euthority which the chiefs suffered after 
conversion "sixties", the attitude towards their land 


for they continued 
but chenge the concept over the land. They 
began deny thé right the chiefs dispossess ther. the Tokoso 


ignored this 1279, they denosed even though the land was given the 


for school. 


the people concerning their lend end assertion their 


under Nesu (1680-1688). state that, under 
the son the pastor, they dispute the 


the Tokoso and chiefs claim tribute from them. There had already 
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been chonges the system tribute, but the precise extent these 
not known. With conversion, the people cash, «nd thus had 


thenselves, order purchase clothing :nd other articles. They 


also mede coconut oil which they along with support the 

church for books respectively, and $19.18. Finsch steted that 
the people and "other the And 
state thet when the people began deny their obligation 
was make copra for for the Tokoso, then for 
second period for the chiefs, and finslly during third period they 
the crop for themselves. 

state the Tokoso and chiefs maintained their right 
tribute, but they did not press their claims they were Christians. 
Many the people, however, were Christians also, and some were influential 
the When they began refuse give ribute voluntarily, 
there wes apparently forcing from then, for the church leaders 
end the congregation would not have tolerated any attempt so. Under 
the payment tribute ceased completely. The missionaries Mwot 
heve and supported the people concerning the question 
tribute, for the Tokoso for years refused join the church, 
accused the missionaries usurping his Evidently 


tribute had ceased around 1900, for shortly afterwards Nesa his 


peace with the mission and joined the 1910, however, when all 


op.cit., 


= 
| 
4 
| 
j 
j 
i 
3 
; 
i 
FF 
i 
| 
i 
; 
} 
| 


OL trivuie bes id dist 


the 


. 


+ 


cr 
> 


Prestize Gulture ard 


a) 


orestige among The few towards white 
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foreigners sre crises, and form pattern hostility towards 

western culture The attacks ships are reported 
heve been provoked the women, and after the plot 
group white seize the 1857, the Tokoso had good reasons 
for white deserters from settling Kusaie. were 


explicitly from the end did not affect friendly 


with visiting ships. Nesu the only Tokoso who reputed been 


hostile towards foreigners. also reputed have been the 


unpopular ruler since the beginning the period, and the first 


whose deposition recorded. The hospitality and welcome extended the 
whalers the paid the more correctly reflect the 

‘One the earliest and most persistent indications the prestige 
western culture has been the desire speak English. Beginning 
with Jones who expressed his surprise finding the chiefs 
such good nearly every since the 
knowledze English, the particular ability some individucls 
it. King George specifically asked the they would 


teach English well chiefs. knowledge English still 


despite thirty years rule which Japanese was 


taught school children, and the Kusaieans have the same urge able 
spesk English they fomerly did. pidgin English exists, 
for are reluctant use English unless they cen with some 
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interest the United States and esteem for Americans began 
with the whalers before the arrival American missionaries conversion. 
This appears description the strong desire the chief, Sikera, 
know "all about and Sekain's insistence that the hunters, 
boar hunt, should march together the house, "all the same 'Mericky 
American harbors and and the motivations which led the chief, 
Kanka, memorize the names past presidents the United 
Subsequently, American missionaries and religious ties with the 
tionalist Church won Americans and the United States position great 
respect among Kusaieans which suffered impairment under the past foreign 
regimes. This one the reasons why was possible, handbook 
pared for military staffs during the recent war, name Kusaieans 


1947, pay call aged Kusaiean reading that day 


Life Queen Victoria who, using English with poise and distinction 


have been notable anywhere, questioned the writer about the President 


the United States. 


Sarfert, 


Haley, 


CAHB, East Caroline No.5, Navy 
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Due the attitude towards and long association with Americans, 
the establishment the present Administration was welcomed, whereas earlier 
regimes were accepted passively with indifference submission. was 
actuslly the attainment something which objective 
after direct political domination was imposed upon during the present 
century. The presence Americans since the recent war, motion pictures, 
and increasing knowledge generally life the United 
have strengthened the desire Kusaieans identify with 
Americanse Language, way life, and even the light skin color 
aboriginal ideal beauty, which continues highly desirable 
along with the esteen with which they are regarded, give them 
high social status among Kusaieans. are granted special 
tions regarding the use tobacco and liquor, and may break the Sabbath 
things without incurring the disapproval the One 
minister preached, illogically, that they might such but thet for 
these were sinful. 

Kusaieans want like Americans and live they do, and say 
so. They want their houses furnished dishes, tables, chairs, beds and 
other furniture, rather than mats, baskets, end indigenous articles. There 
enthusiasm for Kusaiean things, and there nostalgia 
for, pride in, the past. The megalithic structures Lele, among 
the most impressive archzeological remains the Pacific, and visited 
are considered some and valued others because 
they convenient stone quarry for pig yards, and causeways. 


clothing not the most becutiful style 
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weaving and once sought foreigners, bub 


among the villege level, this appecrs 

projects. the form the people not frou 
fact that one case the police hand young men 
had brought feast enticipstion trouble with men from another village. 
Athletic contests for time were curtailed due the fighting which 
them. Status considerations also appear the resentment the 

villases concerning Lele's religious and political the 
growing resistance it. 

for prestige appears concern when ridicule 


loss face are involved. The loss government job, and 


due the fear that not able accomplish it, for the disliked 

friend, for did not approve the writer's Mount 


fearing fail. And another warned him thrt once 
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would have get the top regardless the difficulties, for 
would disgreceful even the case American. Precautions accordingly 
are tsken insure the success undertaking, the 
bility these can considercble. writer once 
saw men for weeks before going attend the 

school. They were concerning the possibility 

failing pass the course. This, however, was the only part their training 
thet they could and for advance 

Concern for personal prestige reflected the dissatisfaction 

anxiety which the attainmerits accuisitions others 

individual erects new copra shed, puts new tin roof his house, 

builds canoe, actions activities the part 

munerous other his conmunity. the nature undertaking 

participation others, considerable frustration results. Restaurents 

and cattle furnish two this. 1947, there was efflorescence 
business enterprises. Although most were conducted loss and 

there was little profit any, nineteen men were conducting restaurents, 

so, and had acquired other types business licences. 

this time the council was discouraging others who applied for licences 

for and bakeries, and thereby making itself very due 

the excessive already engaged such unsound, economic 

ventures. During this same period, large number cattle were inported 

and distributed lot order minimize friction the numerous 

cants for Men who failed draw cow were extremely distressed, 


nevertheless, whether they had any facilities for feeding and caring for stock 
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note One offered any price that might asked ineffectual 


acquire wanted one simply because other men had 
gotten them, and would have peace mind until possessed one. 

concerned, for the thing gains pres for 

will prestige, but does not extreme prestige 
status differentiation, which result special 
have unusual luck ability efforts. 

Public opinion, for example, resents exceptional initiative 
acquires possessions greatly superior those his neighbors, 
some major cnterprise excites even provoke 
reaction. The transfer the village stores (major 


for example, private Kusaiean brouzht general and 


spite the that this trensfer occurred, the 


unsatisfactory manner they were and the discontent which existed, 
when the stores were enterprises. this case the fruse 
tration was aggravated the fact that they the stores, 


overt under such circumstences, because the trensfer 


had the prestige sponsorship, and there were other stores 


patronize. 
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this tine there was also apprehension when 
private enterprise not only the rost the into 
but aroused the displeasure the which was 
considering decision order three days work per week instead 


ek 


The new Administration high prestige among Kussieans contrast 
the previous the letter unwittingly the 
ecclesizstical authority, and restricted the secular 
the former does just the opposite. The council 
and courts provide for the conduct seculer and 
tive officers mede clear thet these the only proper azencies 
this. The apparent accept thea, and the 
operation the receiving indicates many its 
policy, for there nothing prevent from avoiding the 
tration and its representctives and pursuing the course they 


Gid under the Japanese, had any desire so. 
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new positions and authority the These sre being 
are now beginning exercize this poscible for 


ase, know that they may officers 
they are dissatisfied with the decision snd sore 
thea activities matters which they are withe 
end policy generslly are concerned. This new secular 
ization with the church dust the latter was 
the old state when was and 
Another incipient change concerns ralations with other 


Lele was able retain its position island 


after the chiefs lost their authority due the fact that tho first church was 
there, and depopulation which inhibited the development 
other centres population. Their repidly population, however, 


now other villages Lele's position, and they 
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are doing so. This appears their hold and 
celebrations instead Lele, and share authority. 

The growth large populous villages providing the 
resources for the maintencnce schools, stores, church 
other facilities, and the Lele for 
these. The increasing populztion decentralization 


another way. the recent war, the church Lele was enough 


This now scarcely feasible, even makeshift end 
each year becomes increasingly out the indicction the 
changing attitude towards Lele may observed the neglect the people 
for sleeping and cooking food, existed around Lele, which were occupied only 
people other villages when they came for other 
Visitors also stayed with Lele, but when event took 
additional were needed. During the war these were torn 
down destroyed, there has been attempt replace then. 

The present policy meeting the for recognition 
such the introduction universal and the Chief 
All Islend Council composed members elected each the where 
Lele the centre Kusaiean life, now one the centres 
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life. 
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Conclusion 


The Kusaiean social organization the need for prestige, 


focal culture was major influence the course and tempo 


The quest for this approved goal had 
crented highly dynamic situstion Kusaiean culture the time contact 
with western culture, for due the tension quarrels over 
tus, and among the chiefs, Kusaiean culture was state 
equilibrium. Contect thus occurred crucial time when was off belence 
and particularly foreign influences. 

The prestige white particularly and their 
and the acceptance many western culture. The latter, 
the church, provided powerful sanctions for the edoption western 
presenting rewards ond incentives the form increased 
and security the ,which were congruent with major concern 
The chiefs were hostile towards the and resisted 
undernined their prestige and authority, and because 
the church did not offer them the incentives which presented the people. 

The Japanese and their customs did not have the sane attraction for the 
the contrary, the political and exploitation 
which wes upon the fact that they did not the 
social superiority the them reasons for resisting. Japanese 
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for the facilitating the assertion local 
and the desire for recognition and share authority. 

status and prestige and new introducing institutions for 
the other words have erisen which 

tion the institutions the contacting pcoples, ecology and 
tho crucial cultural situation the tine was 


factor the process acculturation ensucd. 
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